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Northern papers indicate the fierceness of the
strugele, and in getting possession of the first
line of entrenchments, the Federal loss, par-
ticularly in officers, was very heavy. On Sat-
urday morning, it is stated, the ‘whole of the
Army of the Potomac had reached the front,
and the “‘reconnoissances’’ that ensved result-
ed in establishing the position of the Confede-
rates behind a series of earthworks, with a line
go formed as to constitute a semi-citcle of
which both flanks rested on the river, the cen-
tral portion of the line covering the city of
Petersburg. A grand simultaneous attack was
originally fized for four o’clock on the morning
of Saturday, in which ali the troops that
could join in the assault were to have been
brought into action. Birney, in cowmand of
Hancock's corps was the first to move forward
and occupy the line of abandoned works.—
Some opposition was made to this movement,
but the casualttieson both sides aresaid to have
been quite light. Having taken up his posi-
¢ion in front of the Confederates, Birney watt-
ed uptil the other corps were ready to advance.
At noon all the preparations were made for
the second assault. Wilcox's division came
up at that hour and formed on the left of the
second corps. o the ri,ght was Neill's divi-
sion and Martindale’s of*the eighteenth corps.
The assanlting force which led the attack con-
sisted of three brigades. The order was given
to advance, the men rushed forward in the di-
reetion of the breastworks, but neither column
was able to withstand the deadly fire of mus-
ketry, grape and canister that was poured up-
on it, and after losing a great many of their
number they were compelled to retreat, leav-
ing their dead and wounded in the possession
of the Confederates. Another storming party
composed of wseveral brigades supported by
heary masses of troops advanced, at four
o’clock in the afternoon, to assault at a differ-
ent point, but encountered so terrific a fire,
that the troops were speedily either cut down
or diiven back in confusion. Finding that
nothing could be effected, the remainder of the
men were withdrawn, as a ‘farther sacrifice
of human life would under the circumstances,
have been criminal.”’ The New York Tribune
and the Washington Chronicle both state that
three assaults were made on Saturday, not one
of which was sucecessful. Awcording to their
accounts, the first charge was made at four
o'clock in the morning; the second at moon;
aud the third at four o'clock in the evening.—
After these several assaults had been repulsed,
and the troops had fallen back to their origi-

nal lines, Gen. Grant sent in a flag of truce,
&fikmg permission to remove his dead and
Wounded, bur it is said the request wag Te-

flags, &e.

Junection, yesterday destroye

Press in his dispatch from the Army of the
Potomac on the 20th says: ‘‘In the charge
made by the 5th corps on Friday evening,
the 3d brigade of Crawford's division, took

the 39th North Carclina regiment prisoners,

numbering about sixty men, with their officers
This regiment was on the right o
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a column who were preparing to mske
charge. The loss of the 5th corps will reach

about two thousand for the past three days. |
The 24 corps lost heaviest, the fizures being |

4,200 since Wednesday.”’

From the same source, comes the follywing
“The Richmodd Whig of the 18th has the
following dispatch from Beauregard to en.
Bragg, dated Petersburg, Juns 16, ©.40
P. M.:

“Srp: The enemy made two aifzcks on our |

lines this afternoon. They were repulsed with

| Joss. We captured about 400 prisoners, in-

cluding 11 commissioned officers. They be-
long to the 1st brigade of Hancock's corps.
All is quiet at this moment.”

¢Tt also says that communication was inter-
rupted on the railroad to Petershurg, but that
after tearing up & mile and a half of the track
and pulling down three hundred yards of tele-

graph wire, the men were SO warmly pressed |

that they backed out and retreated frou Port
Walthall Junetion, after making 2 stubborn
fight until late in the evening.

““The principa! fighting occourred two miles
from Chester, where we repuised the enemy

and took two lines of their breastworks. We |
captured a few prisoners, and some of ihe |
enemy’s dead and wounded fellinto our hands. |

The enemy's troops were commanded by Gen.
Gillmore. They consisted of 2,500 all told.
Our force consisted of Pickett's division. Our
whole losses were not very heavy.”’

«The following dispatch hLas been received

from General Lee:
HEADQUARTERS, June 17—His Hzcellency

Jeff Davis: At 11 o’clock last night we took |
the breastworks at Howlett's House. Uther |

ortion of the same line were taken.

The battery at Howlett's is heing reestab- |

lishgd .
Five vessels

in Trent’s Reach. Ten steamers are within the |

Reach, behind the monitors.

Some fighting occurred near Petersburg this |

morning, without resuit.

1 have ordered the railroad at Port Walthall

d by the enemy,

to be repaired. . _
¥ 2. E. Leg, Genersl.

‘A Richmond paper of the 18th says: “'A

gentleman who left Lynchburg on Thursday

says a Yankee force, fifteen thousand strong, |

ander Generals Hunter. Orook and Averill,

have been sunk by the enemy !

1
. feat has not yet heen sccomplished.”’

! Oneof the latest letters from the Army of the
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iines nf tha enemy 396 aroiind D rahiIre
lines of the enemy are around relerstnry,
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| 5,000, gnd so on.
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